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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD SPECIAL MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Thursday, July 1, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 
Absent:    Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.    

 

 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Village Board of Trustees 

Special Meeting  

 

On Video Call 

Deputy Mayor Markus – 116 Radio Circle, Mount Kisco. NY 

Trustee Squirrell – 18 Langeland Drive; Mount Kisco, NY 

Trustee Grunthal – 6 Meetinghouse Village; Edgartown, MA 

 

 
1. Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act 

  Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board was having this special meeting 

with this agenda item in regards to a discussion on the Marihuana Regulation and 

Taxation Act passed by New York State.  This provides the opportunity for municipalities 

to determine if they would like to permit cannabis sales, both at dispensaries or onsite 

consumption locations within their jurisdictions.  We want to be able to make this 

decision sooner rather than later because there is an opportunity, whatever decision we 

make, if there is a choice to opt out, then a permissive referendum can happen.  This 

means that the people in the community can gather signatures of 20% of the registered 

voters in Mount Kisco which would be submitted to our Clerk, Mr. Brancati, and then a 

mandatory referendum would be added to the ballot for the November election.  The 

Board wanted to have a discussion on this as they have received input from the 

community.  If we choose to do nothing that means marihuana sales would be permitted 

in the Village when all the regulations and rules have been put in place.  It is not 

expected that sales would begin until sometime near the end of 2022.  If we choose to 

opt out, that means we would not permit sales in the Village, however, we would have 
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the opportunity to opt back in at any time.  Mayor Picinich opened up for comments from 

the Board for their views on this issue.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that he is of the opinion that they should 

opt out for the time being.  Mainly, Mayor, because as you stated, you can always opt 

back in sometime in the future.  Opting out now gives us an opportunity to see how 

things will unfold in the next period of time in this new legislation.  He recognizes all the 

pros and cons of the issue, but would rather see this unfold in a period of time to give us 

the opportunity to see how this new law is working out before we make a decision that 

we can never reverse in the future.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell agrees with the Deputy Mayor, though he thinks if we opt out 

we should define some steps to make sure that we continue this discussion and that it is 

not tabled.  As a former prosecutor from the New York County District Attorney’s office, 

who runs the Putnam County Legal Aid Society, and as an experienced criminal defense 

attorney, he took to heart what our former Mayor Mike Cindrich had to say and former 

Acting Police Chief Lou Terlizzi had to say and their concerns.  That being said, he 

believes that there will be a time that we will have a dispensary in Mount Kisco.  The sad 

fact is that marijuana is already for sale within Westchester County and it is for sale 

illicitly and very dangerously.  He is also of the opinion that this should be viewed similar 

to alcohol.  He understands the concerns that people have regarding impaired driving 

and those are very serious concerns that we all share, but he doesn’t think that should 

be the sole reason why we should opt out within Mount Kisco.  The Deputy Mayor 

pointed out that this is such a new statute and there will be issues that will have to be 

resolved, he believes, before things run smoothly.  He also, like former Mayor Cindrich 

mentioned, doesn’t want Mount Kisco to be the only location in this area that has a 

dispensary and he tends to agree with that as well.  The balance is the potential, very 

large, economic benefit that having a dispensary will have in Mount Kisco.  With that 

being said, that has to be balanced against seeing how certain things unfold.  He agrees 

that they should consider opting out, but at the same time put a time frame in and 

maybe form a community committee with all the necessary stakeholders so that this can 

be addressed thoroughly so that any future decisions on this are made with full 

community involvement.   He thinks this committee should include law enforcement, 

members of the treatment community, physicians who work in this field or healthcare 

professionals who are in favor of this because there is a lot of opinions being formed that 

may not be based upon the accurate facts and that, he thinks, would be the purpose of 

the committee.  He also suggested bringing in some stakeholders from businesses and 

reaching out to other communities in Massachusetts or Colorado who have already been 

through this process to get insight on issues they may have faced.  Trustee Schleimer 

also suggested to add parents of children to this committee so that their voices are 

heard as well.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that her thoughts on this really coincide with 

Deputy Mayor Markus and Trustee Squirrell.  She thinks that there is no harm in waiting 

and seeing.  We can always opt in at any time so there is really no great loss in waiting 

and viewing what other people’s decisions and experiences are.  That being said, she 

also thinks that in order to make a fully informed decision, they should get some 

estimate on what kind of revenue could possibly be generated.  Obviously, that would 

not be a firm number as no one has any idea what sales might look like, but she is sure 

there is something out there with some sort of basic information to be able to make 

informed decisions on this.  She also thinks they should make available, assuming this is 

the direction we are going and we are going to turn it down for now, information on 

what the steps are for a permissive referendum should people decide they want to 

require or have a permissive referendum.   
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 Mayor Picinich began by saying that she thinks this is a tide that has already 

started rolling and that it’s going to crash on the shore.  She thinks that at some point in 

time, we will likely see marijuana sales in the Village of Mount Kisco and communities all 

around Westchester and she thinks that is the safest option for the future of this 

substance.  As Trustee Squirrell had discussed, right now cannabis is being sold all over 

the world and in the United States; in most States it is sold in unregulated, unmanaged 

and dangerous marketplaces, and sold illegally.  So having dispensaries where the 

product is managed by government, where the level of ThC is identified, where the 

source of the plant is identified, she thinks is the safest option.  The challenge that she 

sees right now, for them and other communities, is that the structure for sales and 

regulation has not yet been created.  In the State of Colorado, there is more than 400 

pages of rules and regulations that were created by the State and here in New York 

there are two State agencies that are to be created in order to establish all of the ground 

rules and the regulation process.  She is reluctant to permit or to opt in when we do not 

know what the ground rules are.  In addition, law enforcement has not yet caught up 

with consumption.  They are operating in a legal marketplace trying to manage that, 

there is no breathalyzer, no determination of what level at which someone is high, and 

that all needs to be figured out.  She would, at this point in time, vote to opt out 

knowing and understanding that we will have to catch up at some point in the future 

once we know what all the rules are and opt back in.  The idea and notion of forming a 

committee to follow this more closely, to understand how cannabis sales and/or onsite 

consumption can work in our community is a really great idea.  Mayor Picinich went on 

to say that at this point in time they would chose to pass a local law to opt out.  

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to hold a public hearing on Monday, July 12, 2021 at 7 p.m. to discuss a local 

law to opt out of the Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 Mayor Picinich asked that the rules and regulations for petitioning for a 

permissive referendum be added to the website for any resident who is interested.  She 

also invited residents to share their views on this subject at the public hearing or 

through email.  

 

 There was some discussion on what actions can be taken at the next meeting 

along with making sure that they are within the time frame to allow any residents to 

formulate the petition if they chose to do so.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 6:25 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


